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We TRUST you care



WHAT IS A
LAND TRUST?

A land trust is a local, non-profit organization
formed by the citizens of a community to
protect land for its natural, recreational, scenic,
historical, or productive value. It depends on
volunteer leadership and support, and brings
together a wide range of people, who all care
about the future of their community. Once
established, a land trust is a perpetual organiza-
tion that continues to pursue its conservation
goals and oversee land under its direction for
generations. A trust can purchase or accept
donations of land or conservation easements,
manage land owned by others, or advise land-
owners on how to preserve their land. It may
also help negotiate conservation transactions in
which it plays no other role. A land trust is not a
political organization, and it is not a branch of
town or state government, but often works
cooperatively with these agencies to acquire or
manage land, or assist in the development of
open space plans. A trust may also work with
other non-profit organizations and developers to
ensure that important land use decisions are

openly discussed and prudently implemented.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

BECOME A MEMBER!

You may wish to join us at our monthly
meetings, as a volunteer or participant in our
activities, or through your financial support by
becoming a member. Your monetary donation
will be used for the preservation of open space as
well as educational and recreational activities in

our community. Consider joining today!

LONG DISTANCE CALLING

If you use SBC (sNET) for your long distance
calls, their free Community Connections program
will donate 5% of your monthly long distance
phone bill to the Colchester Land Trust! For
information, call 1-800-635-7638 or sign up

on-line at www.sbc.com/community. (crour 3978)

LAND DONATION

Some of the donation options are:

OUTRIGHT DONATION

This can relieve you of managing the land and
can provide substantial income tax deductions
and estate benefits. And, most importantly,
the land will be protected.

DONATING A REMAINDER INTEREST IN LAND
You can continue to live on donated land by
donating a remainder interest and retaining

a reserved life estate.

DONATING LAND BY WILL

You donate your land but still own and control
it during your lifetime when you donate it by
will. This assures that your land is protected

after your death.

BARGAIN SALE OF LAND

You sell your land for less than its fair market
value. This makes it affordable for the land trust
while it provides you with cash, a reduction in
capital gains tax, and entitles you to a charitable

income tax deduction.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT

The Land Trust can help you create a legal
agreement to limit the uses of your land to
protect its conservation values. You can main-
tain ownership of your land, and even sell it or
pass it on to heirs. An easement may also qualify

as a tax-deductible charitable donation.

INFORMATION

If you have any questions, or would like further
information about any land-related issues, please

contact one of the officers listed below.

Lisa Hageman - President 267-6145
Ceil Bogush - Vice-President 537-5252
Cindy Praisner - Treasurer 267-7901
Joan Hageman - Secretary 267-0659

or visit www.colchesterlandtrust.org



OUR MISSION

The purpose of the Colchester Land Trust

is to protect the beauty and natural diversity

of our area by preserving significant land

and scenic areas for present and future

generations. Some Of our goals are:

TO PRESERVE OPEN SPACE, protect
critical natural and agricultural ecosystems,
and provide for recreational and
educational pursuits.

TO SERVE AS A RECIPIENT of donations,
including land, to purchase land, and

to set up conservation easements.

FOR EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
that foster appreciation and understanding
of the environment and encourage

conservation of natural resources.

TO MANAGE AND MONITOR Land

Trust properties, preserves and easements.

TO CONTINUALLY IMPROVE the
effectiveness and involvement of the board,
staff and volunteers.

TO SERVE COLCHESTER CITIZENS
as an information resource center for
landowners to learn about partnerships
for open space, and by providing an open
forum for any Colchester citizen to discuss
their thoughts and concerns.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

Please consider a generous membership contribution today, and feel good about Colchester’s tomorrow.

Please consider one of the following membership levels:
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O Individual $35

O Contributor $250

Please have a director call me to discuss the Land Trust.

0

Telephone

[0 Yes, I would like to be a volunteer for future Land Trust activities.

Thank you! Your gift is tax-deductible. (EIN# 81-0622538)

00 Please email me information and updates

Your employer may match your gift to the Colchester Land Trust. Please contact your company’s human resources department to find out if

your gift can be doubled through the generosity of your employer’s policy of giving.



